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H.R. 278, a bill to direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey certain
facilities, easements, and rights-of-way to the Kennewick Irrigation District,

and for other purposes
As ordered reported by the House Committee on Natural Resources on May 1, 2019

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2019 2019-2024 2019-2029
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 * *
Revenues 0 0 0
Deficit Effect 0 * *
Spending Subject to 0 o *
Appropriation (Outlays)

Pay-as-you-go procedures apply? Yes Mandate Effects

Increases on-budget deficits in any Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20307 Contains private-sector mandate? No

* = petween zero and $500,000.

H.R. 278 would direct the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) to negotiate an agreement within

2 years of enactment with the Kennewick Irrigation District located in the State of
Washington to convey specific federal land and facilities to the district. Using information
from BOR, CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 278 would cost about $75,000 for staff to
carry out the title transfer, which includes coordinating surveys and the National
Environmental Policy Act reviews. Any spending would be subject to the availability of
appropriated funds.

Under current law, the district pays the federal government about $70,000 annually for the
costs of constructing the project. The district will make its last payment in 2024. Under the
bill, the district would pay the federal government an amount equal to the net present value
of its payments remaining at the time of the conveyance instead of making annual payments.
Those payments are recorded in the federal budget as offsetting receipts, or reductions in
direct spending; however, CBO estimates that the net effect on direct spending would be
insignificant.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Aurora Swanson. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.

See also CBO'’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cho.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cho.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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