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H.R. 4305, Puppies Assisting Wounded Servicemembers for Veterans 
Therapy Act 
As introduced in the House of Representatives on September 12, 2019 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2020  2020-2024  2020-2029  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  1  19  19  

Statutory pay-as-you-go 
procedures apply? No Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2030? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 
 

H.R. 4305 would require the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to conduct a pilot 
program to provide therapy to veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Under 
that program, VA would provide grants to nongovernmental entities to teach those veterans 
to train service dogs. The bill also would require the Government Accountability Office to 
report to the Congress one year after enactment of the bill on the initial results of that 
program.  

The bill would require VA to provide grants over a five-year period. Veterans who 
participate in the program would train service dogs for their personal use or for use by other 
veterans with physical disabilities. Using information about participation rates and costs of 
similar programs offered by several nongovernmental entities, CBO estimates that beginning 
later in 2020 about 150 veterans would take part in the pilot program each year at an average 
cost of $25,000 per participant. Using information about the costs of similar reports, CBO 
estimates that satisfying the reporting requirement would cost $1 million in 2021. In total, 
CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 4305 would cost $19 million over the 2020-2024 
period; such spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated funds (see 
Table 1). 
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Table 1.  
Estimated Increases in Spending Subject to Appropriation Under H.R. 4305 

 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars  

 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2020-2024 
       
Estimated Authorization 1 5 4 4 5 19 
Estimated Outlays 1 5 4 4 5 19 
 

 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Ann E. Futrell. The estimate was reviewed by  
Leo Lex, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.  

 


