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H.R. 2546, Colorado Wilderness Act of 2019

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Natural Resources on November 20, 2019
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H.R. 2546 would designate roughly 600,000 acres of federal land in Colorado as wilderness
and would withdraw that land from entry under hardrock mining laws and mineral and
geothermal leasing, subject to valid existing rights. That is, the bill would not allow new
hardrock mining claims or mineral and geothermal leases on that land.

For this estimate, CBO assumes that H.R. 2546 will be enacted in 2020. Using information
from the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management, CBO estimates that the
agencies would incur costs of about $1 million over the 2020-2025 period to implement the
wilderness designations; any spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated
funds. That amount includes costs for new maps and signage, wilderness surveys, and a few
additional rangers.

Income from mineral leasing is classified in the budget as offsetting receipts, or reductions in
direct spending. Under H.R. 2546, the federal government would forgo receipts because land
would be withdrawn from mineral leasing. However, CBO estimates that any increases in
direct spending would be insignificant over the 2020-2030 period.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Janani Shankaran. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.

See also CBO'’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cho.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cho.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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