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H.R. 504, DHS Field Engagement Accountability Act

As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
on February 13, 2019

Millions of Dollars Spending Subject to
Net Direct Spending Revenues Net Deficit Effect Appropriation
2019 0 0 0 0

2019-2024 0 0 0 15
2019-2029 0 0 0 n.a.

Pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No Mandate Effects

Increases on-budget deficits in any of Contains intergovernmental mandate? No

the four consecutive 10-year periods No

beginning in 2030? Contains private-sector mandate? No

n.a. = not applicable.

H.R. 504 would direct the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to improve the training and
preparation of department personnel assigned to fusion centers, which facilitate information sharing
among federal, state, and local authorities and are supported by DHS. The act also would require the
department to enhance a network for sharing information available to its personnel and to certain other
federal and nonfederal employees. Most of the cost would stem from upgrading and maintaining the
information network including enhanced document sharing and search capabilities. (We expect most
upgrades to occur during the first year after enactment.) That information network is used by about
100,000 personnel at federal, state, local, and nongovernmental agencies that are involved in homeland
security activities.

Using information from DHS and assuming appropriation of the necessary amounts, CBO estimates that
implementing H.R. 504 would cost $15 million over the 2019-2024 period. The costs of the legislation
detailed in Table 1, fall within budget function 750 (administration of justice).

Table 1.
Estimated Increases in Spending Subject to Appropriation Under H.R. 504

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2019-2024
Estimated Authorization 0 7 2 2 2 2 15
Estimated Outlays 0 7 2 2 2 2 15

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Mark Grabowicz. The estimate was reviewed by H. Samuel
Papenfuss, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.

See also CBO’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cbo.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cbo.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cho.gov/publication/42904.
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