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H.R. 1904, Indian Water Rights Settlement Extension Act

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Natural Resources on February 12, 2020

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2020 2020-2025 2020-2030
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 0 0

Revenues 0 0 0

Increase or Decrease (-)
in the Deficit 0 0 0

Spending Subject to 0 0 0
Appropriation (Outlays)

ST PR EEryEl No Mandate Effects
procedures apply?
Increases on-budget deficits in any Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
of the four consecutive 10-year < $5 billion
periods beginning in 20317 Contains private-sector mandate? No

H.R. 1904 would appropriate $120 million to the Reclamation Water Settlements Fund
beginning in 2031 and every year thereafter to pay for the cost of any future Indian water
settlements entered into during 2031 and future years. The fund was established to provide
dedicated funding for federally approved Indian water settlements, which generally require
construction of water distribution facilities. Because the appropriation would occur after
2030, CBO estimates there would be no effect on the budget over the 2020-2030 period.

Under current law, about $1.2 billion is available to fund those settlements over the
2020-2030 period. However, the fund expires in 2034 and any unobligated amounts will not
be available for water settlements after that expiration. The bill would eliminate the
termination date.

CBO estimates that enacting H.R. 1904 would increase direct spending by about $1 billion in
each of the four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 2031. Thus, enacting the bill
would not increase on-budget deficits by more than $5 billion in any of those periods.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Aurora Swanson. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.



