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Consultation Act 
As ordered reported by the House Committee on Natural Resources on July 29, 2020 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2021  2021-2025  2021-2030  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  *  *  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  *  *  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  1  3   not estimated  

Statutory pay-as-you-go 
procedures apply? Yes Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2031? 

< $5 billion 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 

* = between zero and $500,000. 
 

H.R. 3682 would require the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the Forest Service to 
develop guidance clarifying how land grant communities in New Mexico can access 
resources and conduct traditional activities such as grazing and wood cutting on federal land. 
The bill also would direct the Forest Service to issue regulations on the maintenance of 
acequias, or community irrigation systems, located on federal land in the state. 

Using information from BLM and the Forest Service, CBO estimates that the agencies would 
require 10 additional employees at an average annual cost of $110,000 each for two years to 
collect information on traditional activities, determine the boundaries of land grant 
communities, and develop the guidance. The cost for those additional employees over the 
2021-2022 period would total $2 million. Based on the costs of similar activities, CBO 
estimates that the Forest Service would incur costs of $1 million to issue regulations on the 
maintenance of acequias. In total, we estimate that implementing H.R. 3682 would cost 
$3 million over the 2021-2025 period; such spending would be subject to the availability of 
appropriated funds. 

Fees from grazing, the sale of forest products, and special use permits on federal land are 
classified in the budget as offsetting receipts, or reductions in direct spending. CBO expects 
that under H.R. 3682 BLM and the Forest Service would be more likely to waive or reduce 
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fees paid by land grand communities. However, CBO estimates that any increases in direct 
spending would be insignificant over the 2021-2030 period. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Janani Shankaran. The estimate was reviewed by 
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis. 


