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By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2021  2021-2026  2021-2031  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  *  *  not estimated  

Statutory pay-as-you-go 
procedures apply? No Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2032? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 

* = between zero and $500,000.  
 

Under current law, the U.S. Marshals Service (USMS) covers transportation, meal, and 
incidental costs incurred by defendants as they travel to court appearances, if a federal judge 
determines they are indigent. H.R. 2694 would authorize the agency to reimburse defendants 
for those expenses incurred during court appearances and during return trips to their 
residence or place of arrest.  

In 2020, the USMS spent $18,000 covering the travel costs of defendants to court 
appearances. By requiring reimbursement for return trips, CBO estimates that implementing 
the bill would roughly double the travel costs paid by the agency. Using information 
provided by the agency on the number of defendants who may qualify and the per diem rates 
of reimbursement, CBO estimates that the costs for meals and other expenses incurred by 
defendants at court appearances would total less than $100,000 annually. In total, CBO 
estimates that implementing those provisions would cost less than $500,000 over the 
2021-2026 period; such spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated funds.  

In addition, H.R. 2694 would allow magistrate judges, if the defendant has consented, to 
render decisions in proceedings that occur after the conclusion of a trial in criminal cases 
involving a petty offense or misdemeanor. As a result, some rulings would occur more 
quickly because they would be heard by a magistrate judge instead of a district court judge. 
Using information provided by the Administrative Office of the United States Courts, CBO 
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expects that while a portion of administrative case work would shift from district judges to 
magistrate judges, the total number of cases and staff required to review and rule on those 
cases would remain the same under the bill. Therefore, CBO estimates that implementing 
that provision would have no significant effect on the federal budget. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Jon Sperl. The estimate was reviewed by Leo Lex, 
Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.  

 


