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S. 169, ARTS Act 
As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on the Judiciary on April 29, 2021 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2021  2021-2026  2021-2031  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  *  *  not estimated  

Statutory pay-as-you-go 
procedures apply? No Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2032? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 

* = between zero and $500,000. 
 

S. 169 would require the Copyright Office to waive copyright registration fees for the works 
of winners of the annual Congressional Art Competition and the annual Congressional App 
Challenge. 

Based on the number of competition winners and the required fees, CBO estimates that 
requiring the Copyright Office to waive those fees would decrease collections by less than 
$500,000 over the 2021-2026 period. Those collections are recorded as offsets to the 
Copyright Office’s annual appropriation and the agency is authorized to spend the amounts 
collected. On that basis, CBO estimates that the net effect on spending subject to 
appropriation over the 2021-2026 period would be negligible, assuming appropriation 
actions consistent with that authority. 

On June 22, 2021, CBO transmitted a cost estimate for H.R. 704, the ARTS Act, as ordered 
reported by the House Committee on the Judiciary on April 20, 2021. The two bills are 
similar and CBO’s estimates of their budgetary effects are the same. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is David Hughes. The estimate was reviewed by 
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.
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