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S. 2559, Deepfake Task Force Act  
As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs on  
August 4, 2021 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2022  2022-2026  2022-2031  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  1  3  not estimated  

Statutory pay-as-you-go 
procedures apply? No Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2032? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 
 

S. 2559 would require the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to establish a task force 
to address digital content forgeries, also known as “deepfakes.” These forgeries manipulate 
digital content, such as videos, with the intent to mislead the viewer. The task force would 
investigate the feasibility of deploying standards and technologies for verifying the origin 
and history of digital content. The bill also would require DHS to develop a national strategy 
to address threats posed by digital content forgeries in consultation with federal agencies and 
private and non-profit organizations. The task force would submit an initial report to the 
Congress on its findings and recommendations after one year, transmit a final report six 
months later, and terminate three months after the final report is submitted. 

The task force would consist of 12 members, including two chairpersons from relevant 
federal agencies. The other 10 members would include two additional federal employees and 
eight representatives from non-profit or private organizations or institutions of higher 
education. The bill would allow members to be reimbursed for travel expenses. Using 
information about the cost of similar entities, CBO estimates DHS would need $3 million 
over the 2022-2026 period for staff, travel, and other administrative expenses to operate the 
task force. Such spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated funds. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Lindsay Wylie. The estimate was reviewed by  
Leo Lex, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.
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