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H.R. 2074, Indian Buffalo Management Act 
As passed by the House of Representatives on December 8, 2021 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2022  2022-2026  2022-2031  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  0  47  117  

Statutory pay-as-you-go 
procedures apply? No Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2032? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 

H.R. 2074 would create a new program at the Department of the Interior (DOI) to assist 
tribal governments in restoring and managing buffalo herds on their own lands. Under the act 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) could award grants to tribes to implement buffalo 
restoration programs, protect habitat, and conduct activities that enhance the commercial and 
practical value of buffalo. In addition, DOI would be required to consult annually with tribal 
nations on federal initiatives that affect buffalos or buffalo habitats. 

H.R. 2074 would permanently authorize an annual appropriation of $14 million, beginning 
with the first fiscal year after the date of enactment. For this estimate, CBO assumes that 
H.R. 2074 will be enacted late in fiscal year 2022 and that the first appropriation would be 
provided in 2023. Using information from BIA and based on historical spending patterns for 
similar activities, CBO estimates that implementing the act would cost $47 million over the 
2022-2026 period and $117 million over the 2022-2031 period. 

The costs of the legislation, detailed in Table 1, fall within budget function 450 (community 
and regional development). 
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Table 1.  
Estimated Increases in Spending Subject to Appropriation Under H.R. 2074 

 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars  

 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2022-2026 
       
Authorization 0 14 14 14 14 56 
Estimated Outlays 0 8 12 13 14 47 
 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Jon Sperl. The estimate was reviewed by 
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.


