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H.R. 6861, Reducing Costs of DHS Acquisitions Act

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Homeland Security on March 2, 2022

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2022 2022-2027 2022-2032
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 0 0
Revenues 0 0 0
Increase or Decrease (-)

in the Deficit 0 0 0
Spending Subject to * * .
Appropriation (Outlays) not estimated
SUEIIOR) PE) E6 el g No Mandate Effects

procedures apply?

Increases on-budget deficits in any Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20337 Contains private-sector mandate? No

* = petween -$500,000 and $500,000.

H.R. 6861 would require program managers within the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) to notify the corresponding Component Acquisition Executive, the designated senior
DHS acquisition official, and the Executive Director of the Program Accountability and Risk
Management office when a major acquisition program fails to satisfy any cost, schedule, or
performance threshold specified in the most recently approved program baseline (defined as
a breach). The bill would require the Under Secretary for Management to notify the
Congress about the breach and pause all activities related to the program until a remediation
plan is approved and submitted to the Congress, among other administrative requirements.

In a March 2022 report, the Government Accountability Office identified three DHS major
acquisition programs in breach status as of September 2021; under H.R. 6861, such programs
would be subject to activity restrictions until a remediation plan is approved.

Based on that information, CBO expects that such pauses in activity would be brief and
infrequent, and CBO estimates that DHS would not incur significant administrative costs to
comply with the reporting and remediation plan requirements under the bill over the 2022-
2027 period. Any such spending would be subject to the availability of appropriations.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Sofia Guo. The estimate was reviewed by
Leo Lex, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.

See also CBO’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cbo.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cbo.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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