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H.R. 5093, Wind River Administrative Site Conveyance Act

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Natural Resources on April 6, 2022
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H.R. 5093 would direct the Forest Service to convey 23 acres of federal land in Skamania
County, Washington, without consideration and subject to valid existing rights, if the county
requests to acquire the land. For this estimate, CBO assumes that the county, which currently
leases the federal land from the Forest Service, would submit such a request.

Although the conveyance could occur under existing authorities, CBO expects that the
county will continue to lease the property under current law, though in recent years, the
agency has waived lease payments. Those payments are recorded in the budget as offsetting
receipts, or reductions in direct spending, and are available for the Forest Service to spend
without further appropriation. Using information from the Forest Service, CBO estimates
that any future lease payments will total less than $50,000 annually and will be spent soon
after their collection. Under H.R. 5093, the agency would forgo those payments and the
associated spending; thus, the net effect on direct spending would be negligible.

Under the bill, the county would pay the closing costs of the conveyance. CBO estimates that
any costs incurred by the Forest Service to conduct a land survey and other reviews would be
insignificant; any spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated funds.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Janani Shankaran. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.

See also CBO’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cbo.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cbo.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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