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S. 3491, Commission on Reform and Modernization of

the Department of State Act
As reported by the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations on April 6, 2022
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S. 3491 would authorize the appropriation of $2 million in 2022 to establish a new legislative
branch commission. The commission, comprising eight members chosen by the Congress,
would have 18 months to examine the challenges of modern-day diplomacy and report to the
President and the Congress on its findings. It also would make recommendations on ways to
improve the operations and management of the Department of State. CBO estimates that
implementing the bill would cost less than $500,000 in 2022 and a total of $2 million over
the 2022-2026 period, subject to the appropriation of the specified amounts.

Enacting S. 3491 would affect direct spending because the bill would authorize the
commission to accept and spend gifts and donations. CBO estimates that the net effect on
direct spending would be negligible over the 2022-2031 period.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Sunita D’Monte. The estimate was reviewed by
Leo Lex, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.

See also CBO’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cbo.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cbo.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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