@ Congressional Budget Office July 14, 2022
k/ Cost Estimate

S. 3655, Civil Rights Cold Case Investigations Support Act of 2022

As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs on
March 30, 2022

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2022 2022-2027 2022-2032
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 * *
Revenues 0 0 0
Increase or Decrease (-) N N

in the Deficit 0

Spending Subject to .
Appropriation (Outlays) 0 3 not estimated
SUEIUHOR) PE) E6 el g Yes Mandate Effects

procedures apply?

Increases on-budget deficits in any Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20337 Contains private-sector mandate? No

* = between -$500,000 and zero.

S. 3655 would extend the authorization of the Civil Rights Cold Case Records Review Board
within the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) through 2027. The
five-member board facilitates investigations of unsolved civil rights cases by increasing the
volume of documents available to the public. Under current law, the board’s authority will
end in 2024.

According to the Department of Justice, about 115 civil rights cases remain unsolved. Using
information from NARA, CBO expects that the costs of implementing the bill would be
similar to the costs for other boards, such as the John F. Kennedy Assassination Records
Review Board. On that basis, CBO estimates that implementing S. 3655 would cost

$5 million over the 2025-2027 period; such spending would be subject to the availability of
appropriations.

NARA is authorized to charge fees to cover some or all of the costs of processing certain
requests; those fees are classified as offsetting receipts (or as reductions in direct spending)
and are available to spend without further appropriation. Thus, CBO estimates that enacting
the bill would have a negligible effect on net direct spending.

The costs of the legislation, detailed in Table 1, fall within budget function 800 (general
government).

See also CBO’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cbo.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cbo.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.


https://www.cbo.gov/publication/54437
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/53519
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/42904

Table 1.
Estimated Increases in Spending Subject to Appropriation Under S. 3655

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2022-2027
Estimated Authorization 0 0 0 2 2 1 5
Estimated Outlays 0 0 0 2 2 1 5

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Matthew Pickford. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.



